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CENTRE FOR ANTHROPOLOGICAL RESEARCH

presents a seminar 
Taoist body techniques and the elaboration of a social person,
in a contemporary rural China cult community.

Litang (Hunan)

Master Li, a Daoist of the Complete authenticity tradition (Quanzhen pai 全真派) drives the ritual area (tan 壇) of the “Belvedere of increasing transformations” (Zenghua guan 增化觀) in a Hunan village. Around him in this cult community, I distinguish the temple’s administrators, lay disciples that assist master Li to commemorate revealed scriptures, and believers from any rural social strata.

Apart from his liturgical activities, this Daoist practices and hands down martial and long life techniques (fa 法), that are related to his direction of community rituals. Master Li and his lay disciples consider that these body techniques can allow their person to attune with nature and then society. My aim today is then to describe a particular actualisation of Daoism in a contemporary Chinese village, and to contribute to the ethnological study of the construction of the social person and the community.

by

Mr. Georges Favraud
3:00 – 5:00 p.m.
Friday, February 6, 2009
Rm 1118, K.K. Leung Building

The University of Hong Kong
ALL ARE WELCOME
Mr. Georges Favraud is currently in his 4th year of PhD studies, under the direction of Brigitte Baptandier in the Laboratoire d’Ethnologie et de Sociologie Comparative (LESC) of the Centre National de la Recherche Scientifique (CNRS) in Paris West Nanterre – La Défense University. He is a fellow researcher of the French centre for research on contemporary China (CEFC – Hongkong). It’s after practicing martial arts and long life techniques in France and then with Daoist masters in China since 2003, that he started this ethnological study.
