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Workshop brief

In recent years, the notion of ‘transnationalism’ has emerged as a powerful, framing concept for understanding a variety of ties, linkages and alliances that connect widely dispersed communities in a complex network of interactions across national borders. While neither ‘globalisation’ nor ‘transnationalism’ are novel or recent processes, it  cannot be denied that their weight carries significantly different implications in the present, given in particular the coterie of ‘new’ strategies and technologies that both connect and divide communities through diverse modes and media. 


A primary objective of this workshop is to bring together a diverse group of scholars to reflect on how these named processes impact the religious domain in the Asia-Pacific region, through a focus on the shifts and transformations occurring within. A first, necessary step involves attending to the very terms that define the frames of this workshop, in the conceptual clarification of such notions as ‘transnational,’ ‘religious networks and movements’ and ‘diaspora.’ The next focus lies in exploring how the possibility of global, cross-border ties have led to the reconfiguring of religions and religious communities in specific, concrete situations. Processes that globalize religions produce a range of networks and interactions of a ‘religious’ and ‘secular’ nature. Part of the emphasis here is to uncover the processes and rationale that create and sustain these networks. In these reshapings of the religious domain, such dichotomies as ‘global-local’ and ‘religious-profane’ are rightly opened to scrutiny and debate, another priority in this gathering. 


These transnational religious networks and communities are necessarily embedded within the boundaries of modern, nation-states, and very often grounded upon the principle of secularism. This workshop seeks ways to further reflect on the emergent implications for globalization of religion, and for evidence of any strains or tensions that emanate from such a location. 

Some themes for consideration: 

1) What is meant by such notions as ‘religious transnationalism,’ ‘religious networks and movements’, ‘religious globalization,’ and ‘religions in diaspora’?

2) What is the relationship between ethnic, religious and national, (and other salient) identities in a context of globalised religious connections? 

3) What are the processes through which religions are ‘globalised’ and ‘localised’?

4) How are individual and collective religious identities shaped, reformulated and perpetuated in transnationalized religions?

5) What are the ties that link people and institutions (in the religious domain) across national borders? What is the role, if any, of the state in either facilitating or impeding such contacts?

6) What are the current strategies and technologies that connect and divide transnational religious communities?

7) Are there any tensions and conflicts in (re)presenting and (re)negotiating ‘local’ and transnational religiosities?

Keynote address: 

Transnational religious identity and diasporic experiences: An overview of the field, a discussion of major issues for reflection, including theoretical ones.

Possible thematic sessions: 

1) Conceptualising ‘transnational religion’: What are the terms of reference?
Papers for this session could focus on a variety of conceptual and theoretical issues relating to the very definitions and understandings of such terms as ‘transnational,’ ‘diaspora,’ ‘globalisation,’ and ‘religious movements and networks.’ An attention to the complexities of specific socio-cultural, religious and political realities will show that this language and terminology must necessarily be nuanced.


2) Construction of networks and movements: ‘Religious’ and “Profane/Secular’

Religious populations traverse space in a variety of ways, via religion-inspired tourism, pilgrimages, and missions, for example, each with multiple economic consequences in both home and host destinations. Religious symbolism also inspires economic activity, and the globalization of religions contributes to particular forms of economic activity. For example, papers could explore the perpetuation of diasporic, trade and business connections through religious dispersed communities, or the growth of markets and merchandising of ‘religious’ objects, all creating a system of relationships among religious communities.

3) Intersecting identities: Conflation of religious, ethnic and national identities and rethinking the categories ‘global’ and ‘local.’

Papers in this session could tackle how transnational religious networks threaten or reinforce the identity and cohesion of nations and nation-states. For instance, this would include papers that demonstrate the variety of modes through which transnational religions challenge nations, how inter-religious dialogues occur in particular localities, how ‘local’ communities resist and negate global attempts to universalize religious identities, how transnational religious non-government organizations participate in local politics and social issues and with what effects. 

4) Technologies/strategies/processes that ‘divide’ and ‘connect’ transnational religious communities.

This session invites papers relating to the growth of ‘new’ transitional religious communities in a range of different media, employing a variety of technologies, strategies and processes. For instance, papers could examine the prevalence of cyber-religions on the Internet, the growth of ‘New Religious movements,’ the repackaging of ‘traditional’ religious forms as ‘innovation,’ the role of religious education for forging a sense of religious identity, and the rise of ‘Religious ‘fundamentalisms’ and ‘extremisms’ amongst different religious communities. One of the aims of the workshop is to encourage a move away from a thinking that promotes the celebration of transnational and globalised religions, precisely by highlighting the ‘downside’ of such ties, alliances and linkages and the rationale that does not favour transationalization of religion.   

Call for papers: 
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