The Centre of Anthropological Research will be organising an international symposium on:

Theme - Log On: Chinese women and the Cyber Networks
Date: October 2004

Venue: Hong Kong

OBJECTIVE

The primary objective of this international symposium is to bring together a group of scholars specialising in works related to Chinese women and the cyber culture. It will explore how Chinese women are able to exploit and use the Internet and the cyber networks for their personal and social gains. 

OVERVIEW

The papers presented at this international symposium will become part of the collection of essays in an edited book tentatively titled: Log On: Chinese women and the Cyber Networks. This volume will form part of a book series on Gender Studies, to be published by Marshall Cavendish International. The book will be the second in the "Chinese Women and Their Network Capital in the Diaspora Series.


As an edited volume, the authors are asked to address certain issues. A volume of contributed papers with some common threads that runs through it will bind it into a useful entity whereas one that wanders off in all directions is of dubious value. Yet at the same time, authors are encouraged to creatively work within the set parameters to allow for diversities in approaches, ideas and paradigms. The volume proposes a balanced approach with one or two general, theoretical type papers that will serve to introduce the issues, and insofar as possible, the common thread that ties them together. The authors are thus encouraged to address, in some way (with a lot of editorial license), at least some of the following topics. While most of us would surf the Internet for information, paper presenters/authors are highly encouraged to use empirical case examples of real people and information and analysis of this sort are highly desirable and should be included in the paper.
Possible topics include:
1. Cyberculture and the production/fostering of national and ethnic identity

2. Chinese women and the use of cybernetwork in transnational social relationship in the Diaspora
3. Chinese women choosing a marriage partner through cyber relationship and marriages
4. Lesbianism, tomboys and the production and consumption of sexuality in cyberspace
5. Emerging electronic knowledge-based Chinese society and the consequences
6. Chinese women and the use and abuse of cybercafes
7. Motherhood experiences in cyberspace
8. Inter-generational perceptions and understandings and use of cyberspace
9. Cyber religions and religious activities
10. Use of cyberculture and cybernetworks by individual Chinese women -  cybernetwork as social capital
11. Chinese women and the role of cyber NGOs
12. Use of chatrooms by Chinese women
Conceptual Inquiry

We would encourage paper writers to address some common issues in their papers with the aim towards building new paradigms in this study: 
1. Discourses on gender and women studies

2. Theoretical discussions on the relationship between gender and cyberculture

3. Theoretical discussions on Chinese women, modernity and cybernetwork

4. Theoretical issues on the development of cyberculture, cybernetworks and the Internet

5. Theoretical issues that are topic specific 

IMPORTANT DEADLINES

Please let me have your paper title 15 November
Please let me have your abstract by 8 December 2003
Please let me have your draft paper by 30 June 2004

FUNDING

I will be applying to various foundations for funding. If funding is available, I hope to be able to contribute to your hotel accommodation, lunches and dinners. You would probably need to find your own airfare.

